safely bridged without the clinical judgment and experience which are amply in evidence in the chapters on treatment.
Several beautiful hypotheses, those that have purported to explain the action of tricyclic antidepressants included, are almost done to death by a number of brute facts. The psychopharmacological revolution has greatly expanded knowledge of neurotransmittters in the brain. But one is left wondering whether anything definite is known for the present about the biochemistry of depression or the manner in which antidepressant compounds achieve their remarkable effects.
There are particularly valuable chapters by Everitt and Keverne on animal models of depression; Iversen and MacKay on the pharmacodynamics of antidepressant and anti manic drugs; and Paykel on predictors of treatment response. Tyrer provides a long-needed review of the use of monoamine oxidase inhibitors and Crow and Johnstone provide a lucid introduction to the vast literature on clinical and theoretical aspects of electroconvulsive therapy. This first volume to be issued by the British Association for Psychopharmacology augurs well for the quality of its future publications.
SIR MARTIN ROTH

Professor of Psychiatry University ofCambridge
Hypertension, vol I No. l. H P Dustan (ed) pp 66 Annual sub. US $40 (6 issues) Dallas: American Heart Association 1979 Readers are sharply divided into those who Welcome the appearance of a new journal and those who do not. I now receive no less than Sixteen, most of them because I am an Honorary Member or Fellow. Needless to say I cannot read them all. The specialist in hypertension will welcome a new journal devoted to nothing else so that, as Winston Churchill said about the Left B?Ok Club, he can behave like a caterpillar eating hIs own special kind of leaf.
As journals go this new journal is an attractive one. It is edited by Dr Harriet P Dustan whom all Who know her respect deeply and admire. Her associate editors and the editorial board are correspondingly distinguished. The journal is attractively produced by the American Heart Association. The first number begins with an editorial setting out the aims of the journal which 'must be of high quality, provide critical peer review of submitted articles, publish results of both laboratory and clinical investigations, be international, become self-supporting, and submit to a progress review in three years to decide its value to the field and its future viability. In the beginning there are to he six issues per year.' It is followed by six Papers on experimental animals and three on man. The articles are of high quality so the journal is off to a good start. No doubt it will find its place in the bookshelves of allhypertensionologists', It has my sincere good wishes.
SIR GEORGE PICKERING
Emeritus Regius Professor ofMedicine University ofOxford
Psychopathology: Its Causes and Symptoms F Kriiupl Taylor (revised edn) pp 362 £5.50 Sunbury on Thames: Quartermaine House 1979 Dr Kraupl Taylor's account of psychopathology, which first appeared in 1966, addresses itself to the difficult task of clarifying the several meanings of the concept and of illustrating its several uses. These include, as he comments in the introduction to this revised and updated edition, not only phenomenological descriptions and psychodynamic mechanisms but also 'the meaning of clinical symptoms and diseases, the relationship of psyche and brain, the difference between objective physiological phenomena, the difficulties of nosological classifications, and the various aetiologies of disease'. The author's success in presenting all the various aspects of his large theme springs from a rare combination of long clinical and teaching experience, a scholarly and critical approach and a lucidity of exposition which carries the 750 references lightly. His book should be on the shelves of all psychiatrists and not a few general physicians. There is a need for accurate and extensive information on the prognosis and management of individuals with sex chromosome anomalies, both in relation to those picked up at birth where there is a neonatal screening programme and to those ascertained in the course of routine prenatal screening of older mothers. This book summarizes the information at present available from the studies following neonatal screening currently being undertaken in Edinburgh, Aarhus, Toronto, London (Ontario), Denver and Tokyo. The follow up is mostly between 5 and 10 years and includes some 50 XXX, 80 XXV and 30 XYY children.
MICHAEL SHEPHERD
Professor ofEpidemiological Psychiatry University ofLondon
At this stage the most serious intellectual handicap is seen in the XXX girls with a mean IQ more than one standard deviation below the mean. A less but significant degree of lowered ability, particularly mental ability, is seen in the XXV and the XYY boys. Behaviour disorders are not striking so far, but are seen more frequently than in controls. Any conclusions must be tentative, but the XXV boys and the XXX girls appear to have a tendency to be passive and withdrawn. There are no suggestions of undue aggressiveness in the XYY boys.
co CARTER This beautifully produced book is, basically, a series of fourteen papers prepared by eighteen authors many of whom are international authorities on some aspect of this important subject. It has been coherently and skilfully edited, although an irritating number of minor spelling errors and an occasional betrayal of difficulty with the English language remain. The final result exhibits some repetition, lack of continuity, conflicting opinion and omission. Quite properly no apology is made for any such deficiencies; rather the final chapter includes their discussion.
Professor of Clinical Genetics Institute ofChild Health, London
The three opening chapters deal with anatomy and comparative anatomy and are followed by descriptions of developmental anomalies and remodelling processes. Later chapters consider functional disturbances, neurophysiological studies, psychological implications, arthritis and radiology. Interposed is an interesting review of relevant epidemiology which must be essential to a work intended primarily for serious students of temporomandibular joint problems. Clinicians will, however, find sections of interest in many of these chapters and certainly in the two which explicitly detail the various forms of treatment currently advocated. The references which are extensive, although certainly not exhaustive, and generally up-to-date should provide a sound basis for all wishing to undertake further research.
All dental libraries should stock at least one copy of this book. If it is to remain authoritative a second edition will have to be published within a few years.
G STEWART BLAIR
Senior Lecturerin Oral Surgery University ofNewcastle upon Tyne
Reproduction (British Medical Bulletin, vol 35 No.2) R V Short (ed) pp 192 £5 London: British Council 1979 This is a basically scientific publication, ably edited by Professor Short, composed of papers on specific topics related to reproduction, some, such as the review on meiosis in mammalian oocytes. more esoteric than others. The fact that all but five of the reviews are by scientists or veterinary scientists rather than human clinicians does not detract from the value of this important publication. Although the majority of papers discuss every feature from the comparative functional and anatomical standpoint, the human clinical relationships are always very clear, and indicate many of the promising lines of productive research being pursued. These vary from 'embryonic signals' that establish pregnancy to the effects of lactation on, and the endocrinological control of fertility and infertility (Professors Baird and de Kretser). Such topics as the growth of the fetus, sex determination and differentiation, and the initiation of parturition are included. Recent advances in the control of early development (Dr Adamson and Professor Gardner) and contraceptive researches and development (Dr Aitken) are also included. This review can be wholeheartedly recommended to those clinicians who wish to revise the advances in scientific research in reproduction. Since problems of population control are of pressing urgency, and new leads have so far not been applicable practically, it is hoped that basic researches such as those summarized here will provide a stimulus for new advances in the clinical field.
R G HARRiSON
Professor ofAnatomy University of Liverpool
